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AbleNet has created a Tuberculosis Infection Control Plan to use in the event of a TB infection or exposure with staff members, patients/clients or caregivers.

AbleNet may require TB skin testing, at the Company’s expense, to test staff members for exposure upon hire and annually or bi-annually, after reviewing state health guidelines. Any staff members known to be exposed to TB are re-tested every six (6) months. Staff members who present with positive skin test results (possibly due to prior BCG administration) are referred for further evaluations.

Only NIOSH filter masks approved for use in the presence of TB droplets are provided for staff use. Staff members are trained in the proper use and fit of these masks, and are assigned masks as needed for interaction with clients or equipment that may be carrying the TB virus. 

As a component of the Company’s orientation and annual infection control education, staff members are trained in TB issues: 
· Signs and symptoms
[bookmark: _GoBack]  A bad cough that lasts 3 weeks or longer
  Pain in the chest
  Coughing up blood or sputum
· High-risk populations
  Persons who have been recently infected with TB bacteria
  Persons with medical conditions that weaken the immune system
· Spread of disease
   TB is spread from person to person through the air. When people with lung TB cough, sneeze or spit,    
   they propel the TB germs into the air. A person needs to inhale only a few of these germs to become 
   infected.
· Disease treatment
   Active, drug-sensitive TB disease is treated with a standard 6-month course of four antimicrobial drugs
   that are provided with information, supervision and support to the patient by a health worker or trained 
   volunteer. The vast majority of TB cases can be cured when medicines are provided and taken properly.
· Protection for staff
  Use PPE when and Universal Precautions when handling equipment that may carry the TB virus
· Plan for exposure
  Report all possible exposures to the Safety Officer.


Monitoring and reporting of TB cases must follow the requirements of the state health department.
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