
TAKING THE IEP INTO THE CLASSROOM

Strategies and 
Considerations For 
Including  Students 
With Severe Multiple 
Disabilities Into 
Regular Classrooms



BACKGROUND…

 Certified B.C. Teacher

 Outreach Consultant

 Program Coordinator (students 
with severe multiple disabilities)

 Online University Instructor

 Board Member/Volunteer with 
Victoria Therapeutic Riding

 Educational Consultant



WHAT ARE SOME OF THE CHALLENGES?

• Cognitive content is 
different in some areas
• Physical ability to 
participate varies in tasks
• Non-academic 
participation in an academic 
activity
• Different educational 
outcomes
• Other challenges?



KEEP ACTIVITIES MOTIVATING BUT
AGE APPROPRIATE



Themes….
How do we look 
at the classroom 
curriculum 
differently?



DIFFERENT WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE

Large Group (Entire Class)

Small Groups 
(Gifted or Special 

Needs)

Quick Short 
Segments



SOCIALS THEMES…

Ken will use his switch 
with either hand within 10 
seconds, with only 1 
verbal prompt, 80% of the 
time on 3 consecutive 
days.

Large Group
 Small Group
Quick Short Contribution



PARALLEL PARTICIPATION IN SOCIALS



SCIENCE THEMES…

Logan will independently 
make choices between 2 
pictures, within 10 secs., 
with 80% accuracy on 3 
consecutive days.

Large Group
 Small Group
Quick Short Contribution



LANGUAGE ARTS THEMES…

Emily will sustain a 
conversation for at least 4 
comments/questions, with 
only 1 verbal prompt, 80% 
of the time.

Large Group
 Small Group
Quick Short Contribution



MATH THEMES….

Kathleen will independently 
identify number sets from 0-
3, with 80% accuracy, on 3 
consecutive days.  

Large Group
 Small Group
Quick Short Contribution



KEY ELEMENTS OF THE 
CLASSROOM TEACHER’S ROLE

Interpreting non-verbal communication for student & class
Modeling interactions (offering choices, greetings, etc.)
Incorporating  Voice Output & Switch Work Into Classroom 
Activities (Reading a story)
Setting up parallel stations of learning for non-academic students to 
participate with academic students
Input into assessment of student’s progress



INTERPRETING NON-VERBAL 
COMMUNICATION 

 Acknowledging the student is a 
communicator

 Demonstrating a Personal 
Dictionary

 a) Name the behaviour
 b) Interpret the behaviour
 c) Respond to the behaviour
 Incorporating the student’s 

communication system into 
learning opportunities (e.g., 
everyone learns some signs)



MODELING INTERACTIONS 



INCORPORATING  VOICE OUTPUT & SWITCH WORK 
INTO CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 



SETTING UP PARALLEL STATIONS OF LEARNING FOR NON-
ACADEMIC STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE WITH ACADEMIC STUDENTS



Input Into Assessment 
Of Student’s Progress
What are we measuring?

How will we collect data?

Who will help collect the data?

Who will evaluate the progress from the 
team?

How often will we review data?

Who will determine the next 
benchmark once success has been 
achieved?

Who designs the data collection sheet?



SAMPLE MONTHLY DATA COLLECTION 



ENVIRONMENTAL SCAN FOR JOBS

School At Large & Community Classroom & Home



Learning Through Jobs

Environmental Scan…

Classroom (Routines In Getting Out & 
Putting Away equipment, etc.)

School at Large (Interview School 
Secretary For Possible Routines)

Community (Within walking distance of 
school)

Home (Routines to help out self & 
family)



WHAT SHOULD MODIFIED SCHEDULES 
INCLUDE?

 Student participation in each 
activity (Direct or Parallel)

 Student’s skills listed for each 
activity (recess & lunch too)

 Club or structured social 
activity at least once a week

 Motivators listed for specific 
activities

 Jobs scheduled for class & 
school

 Community activity at least 
once a week



SAMPLE ELEMENTARY SCHEDULE



SAMPLE HIGHSCHOOL SCHEDULE



TAKING THE STUDENT’S IEP OBJECTIVES INTO 
THE CLASSROOM…  EXCITING & FUN!



Many Thanks to 
AbleNet

Interested In Additional Topics?

Follow up Contact: 
Terry Wendorf
twendorf@shaw.ca

mailto:twendorf@shaw.ca
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