
Speech Dude Tells All:
Tech Tools for the Special Needs 

Classroom
Chris Wenger, CCC-SLP

Chaffey Joint Unified School District
California

Jennifer Courduff, Ph.D.
Azusa Pacific University



Tool #1

– Why it’s great
– What I use it for
– How to access
– Common features



Tool #2

– Access through the Chrome extension 
accessibility website: 
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/categor
y/ext/22-accessibility

– Features:
• Highlighters, sorting 
• picture dictionary, scaffolding
• text to speech, and more!

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/category/ext/22-accessibility


Read & Write Gold



Tool #3

• Speak it!
– Chrome extension
– Text to speech



Tool #4

• Speech to text extensions
– VoiceNote II
– SpeechPad



• Bookshare Great for ALL learners
– Helps; visual impairment, physical disability or 

learning disability.
– “Accessible”: books can be read accessed many 

different ways
– Text-to-speech
– Highlighted words on screen
– Read directly from browswer
– Free for qualifying individuals!

Tool #5















Voice Dream Reader • Advanced text-to-speech

• Reads all PDF and word 
docs!!!

• It’s integrated with 
Bookshare, Dropbox, etc.

• Synchronized word and 
line highlighting

• Change voice and reading 
speed

• Lite version is free (ad-
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Tool #7

Getkahoot.com
Kahoot

Create fun learning games

Introduce and reinforce new 
concepts (highly engaging)

Easy display that records audio 
AND video

Insert your own backgrounds and 
pictures

Collaboration, teamwork and 
leadership skills



Questions?

• Contact information: 
– Chris Wenger, www.speechdude.com

• Christopher_wenger@cjuhsd.net
(twitter@speechdude)

– Jennifer Courduff
• jcourduff@apu.edu

mailto:Christopher_wenger@cjuhsd.net
mailto:jcourduff@apu.edu
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