





e Maximize your screen view by
clicking on the link in the upper
right corner.

e (lose any other applications you
are running that use bandwidth.

* Hear an echo? You could be logged in twice,
so please close out one of your connections.

* Audio cutting in & out? Click “Mute Audio.”
Wait several seconds & then click “Play Audio”
to reestablish the broadcast audio feed.
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Making Connections
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Making Connections for
Children Using AAC:

A Five Part Webinar Series

e April 30, 2013 Getting Started

e May 9, 2013 Building Fundamentals

e May 21,2013 Making Connections

e June 4, 2013 Bridging Skills

e June 25, 2013 Maximizing Participation



Janice Light

Social closeness for
relationships

Information transfer of ideas
and meanings

Social etiquette conventions

Wants and needs to regulate
other’s behavior

“Let’s play house. Let’s play
cars.”

“I went to my grandma’s. | see
the kids.” Express a sequence.

“My turn. Your turn.” Knows
who is being spoken to: peer,
known adult, authority figure.

Negotiate for choices for toys
books, or turn taking.

Light, J. (1989). Toward a Definition of Communicative Competence for Individuals Using Augmentative
and Alternative Communication Systems. Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 5, 137-134.



Janice Light 1983
4 AAC Competencies

suldingeiStind; bsihglggcagedptahralt thoughts
2. Operational - technical skill to control volume,

repair a message
3. Social — using a communication wallet for quick
social greetings and closures

4. Strategic - enlisting and utilizing support to get
communication and belongings ready

Light, J. (1988). Interaction involving individuals using AAC systems: State of the art and future
directions. Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 4, 66-82.



Communication Wallet:
Social Greeting




Making Connections:
The Scope

The child is learning to:

e Using aided and unaided forms of communication
to express phrases and sentences, two ideas and/or
concepts

e Look at social engagement with others as an active
participant

e Employ social stories to help children utilize literacy
skills and regulate behavior

e Pretend play and role playing to practice social skills

e Learning vocabulary pertinent to academics and
interaction



Physical integration
Social integration

Access to normalized
education

Access to recreation

Access to social
activities

(Beukelman & Mirenda, 2005)



Integration

Full-Selective-None

Support
None-Setup-Fully Assisted

250+5

s*gsc

Educational Participation
Competitive-Active-Involved

Social Participation
Influential-Active-Involved




Making Connections
Agenda

So What Was | Supposed to Do?

e Social Interaction

e Communication skills and activities
e Facilitator Strategies

e |iteracy

e \Vocabulary

e Tools and Access

e Troubleshooting



Making Connections
Social Interaction




Greetings and beyond - Saying hello and requesting,
“Come play with me,” or stating “I like to play ball.”

Combining modes of communication
e Use a SGD message to state a preference while
pointing

e Rejecting appropriately by saying no on an SGD and
pushing an object away

Therapy activity - imitation games for emotions as
seen in the stories and books they read

Role play with peers on social etiquette such as saying
“thank you’” after receiving a compliment



Acting silly
Asking why

Recognizing other’s
need for help

Self regulatory
behavior — asking
for a break







Communication Skills
and Activities

Pretend play—going to restaurant, getting hurt,
car racing

Board games and modeling winning and losing
behaviors (e.g. Cariboo, UNO, Candyland)

Stop an activity

e Behavior - control knowing they need to finish one
more and then you’re done

e Language - able to use language to terminate an
activity

Puzzle - be the shop keeper and the child must
describe the piece desired



One Thing | Did Today!

Who - Talk about the child’s friends
What — Collect a list of activities

When - Ask the teacher for a copy of the
type of schedule the teacher uses at school
to elicit responses about the child’s day

Where — Use photos of places for recall

Closing — Talk about emotions: fun, play
again, not fun, okay

Katie

©

played a game

at recess

i\

on the grass
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We had fun!
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Social Stories by Carol Gray

Made up Example: Taking Turns while Playing Games
e | play games with my friends. Sometimes | play with

one friend. Sometimes | play with two or three
friends.

We roll a die to see who plays first. If my number is

higher, | go first. If my number is lower, my friend
goes first.

| wait while my friend rolls the die and moves her
marker. Sometimes | want to look around the room.
Instead, | watch and listen while she answers her
question.

| take my turn when my friend is finished. She
watches and listens to to me too.

http://thegraycenter.org/social-stories/what-are-social-

stories
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http://blog.autismspectrumdirectory.com/2011/02/
01/list-of-social-stories-and-visual-scripts-for-daily-
living-and-social-skills/

An extensive listing of social stories and visual
scripts pairing words with pictures of events and
activities that happen in daily life

Daily events, bedtime, personal care, around the
school, home, feelings and emotions,
inappropriate means of social communication,
transportation, medical, dental, optic, holidays,
safety



e 5 &l

I will have a Dbirthday party.

ol #

Children  will come my party. They will

say, "Happy Birthday" to me. They will

A T LW S

bring presents that an open  after
we eat birthday cake.

http://www.slatersoftware.com/birthday%20social%20story.pdf



Making Connections
Facilitator Strategies




Read books together and discuss why

Program core/basic vocabulary and fun words—
emotions—Ilove, anger; nouns—surprise;
adjectives—yummy, yuck; verbs—blow, ready-
set-go

Use “and, but, or, because, if... then” concepts

Use speech generating device to produce
messages

Encourage independence use of SGD



Pretend Activity and Go
to Fast-Food Restaurant

Drive to restaurant
Go inside

Order food using AAC

Take food to table
Greet (and wait)

Ask for hamburger, fries,
milk. (Wait for waitperson
to ask “anything else?”)
Say, “No thanks. How much?”
Say, “Thank you” (Pay for food)
Go to table, eat, ENJOY

Eat and ENJOY



If you make a
hole in a balloon Then it will pop

& ~-




Ready, Set, Go

Predictable Script:

When we want to have fun, we play with
toy cars. We each choose a color.

We line the cars up.
Say with AAG,

“Ready, Set, Go” or

“On Your Mark, Get Set, Go”’
We let the cars go.

We see which car went fastest, farthest,
straightest



Making Connections
with Literacy




Find word families
Segmenting words
Act out stories

Complete sentences with
repetitive phrases

Words that sound same
but meaning is different-
homophone—orange
(fruit and color), water
(noun and verb), play
(games, toys, watch)

* Own name
* Rhyming words

* Match sight words




Light & McNaughton
Accessible Literacy Learning (ALL) 2011

Learn letters with sounds*- most familiar first
a’ m’ t’ p) O) n) C) d) u) S) g’ h) l) f) b) I) e) r) W) k) X) V) y)
Z, ], q

Teach short vowels before long vowels*

Teach lower case before upper case*

Blend consonant, vowel, consonant together
Teach how to access word prediction to save time

*p.93in ALL Instructional guide



* Began with engaging the child in short
phrases and sentences

© Stage 2
e Sentence develo
e Commenting on
e Commenting on

pment
past experience

Dresent experience

e Connect personal and academic

knowledge



Write About
What Child Does

Going to restaurant
Playing cars

Field trip to park
Swimming

Z0o0 trip and
animals

Market

Library



king Connections with
Vocabulary




Put phrases together to express thoughts

Program connecting words such as “and, but, or
because, if... then”

Have child locate words to regulate his/her own
behavior

Show past tense as well as present tense

Express primary emotions--love/affection, anger,
sadness, fear, surprise, joy/happiness, disgust*

* Sarah Blackstone. Early Developmental Competencies:
Children with Complex Communication Needs



Plurals—regular and irregular
Negation
Appropriate use of articles “a, the”

Expanding fringe/appeal and core vocabulary
words

Staying current with kid language/slang

Keep language motivating to the child not
necessarily the adult




Making Connections
Tools and Access




£, Kurzweil 3000 - [Legend Of Sleepy Hollow.rtf]
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PLEASE WRITE A SHORT ESSAY ON THE FOLLOWING STORY:
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington Irving

Use keypad or Ctd + Num 'I'ra'n[
It's a very scarry ghost story about a headless | ﬁhoﬁemw
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3 |ghost

4 |pumpkin
5 |rider

6 |soldier
7 |The
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Making Connections
Troubleshooting




When dll else fails, read the
manual

Go to AbleNet for the curriculum
catalog

*  From MeVille to WeVille

Go to SGD vendors on the
Internet, watch Tutorials

Ask Google for images and
resources

Get accessible books from
www.setbc.org.



* Make practice fun
o Set realistic goals
e Measure
e Celebrate
e See possible new goals

* Provide adequate time for child to participate

* Make sure that communication partners know
that they the wait is worth it.



» June 4 Bridging Skills

* June 25 Maximizing Participation




Engagement with language builds thinking.



FREE SoundingBoard app

download from iTunes!




AbleNetUniversity’

Continuing Education & Learning Opportunities
for Professionals and Caregivers of Persons
with Special Needs

Schedule of live webinars for assistive
technology & curricular solutions

Vast library of archived recorded webinars

www.ablenetinc.com/au



ablenet’

apable.attainable.remarkable



