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ABOUT ME

• AAC SLP at DTA Schools

• AAC Consultant & Coach, Summit 
AAC & Autism Support & EI 
Colorado

• Founding Director AACcessible 
(501c3 charitable org)

• Resources

• Trainings

• Community

• Adjunct Professor, AAC 
Foundations, The University of 
Washington

Hi!  
I’m Tanna Neufeld

tanna@aaccessible.org

https://www.aaccessible.org/tools
https://www.theaacacademy.org/home
https://www.aaccessible.org/aac-support
mailto:tanna@aaccessible.org
https://www.aaccessible.org/
https://www.instagram.com/tannalynnneufeldaac/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tannalynn-neufeld-6868ba38/
https://www.facebook.com/TannaNeufeldAAC
https://aaccessible.wixsite.com/tannaneufeld?fbclid=IwAR1w88qnwkEKZ-eRA_l3-zhbHWOrKDCVst38v-sbNapKlUOtATPChBlK_D4
https://www.mydynamictherapy.com/
https://summitaac.com/


OUR GOALS

1. Identify three strategies to 

include in your assessment 

process that can help you plan 

for early integration of AAC 

tools and strategies

2. Identify three resources to 

help you obtain AAC tools to 

try with children and families

3. Identify three factors to 

consider when sharing 

information about AAC with 

team members and families 

https://www.aaccessible.org/aac-support


OUR PATH

•Bringing an AAC lens to 
assessment and support 

(15 minutes)

•Identifying resources to get 
AAC tools 

(15 minutes)

•Talking about AAC with 
colleagues and families 

(15 minutes)

•Resources & Questions 

(10 minutes)

Communication 
Assessment

Access 
Screening

AAC Feature 
Matching

AAC System 
Trial

AAC System 
Decisions & 

Delivery

Dynamic 
Intervention

THE AAC COMPASS FRAMEWORK



OBTAIN A FULL AAC ASSESSMENT, 
BUT UNTIL THEN…

AAC DEVICE GRAPHICS BY @DRAWNTOAAC 



AN AAC LENS

•Skills
• Current communication

• “Next steps”

•Needs
• Access

• Participation

•Preferences
• Child

• Family

Graphic adapted from Joy Zabala, The S.E.T.T. Framework, 2010
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3 KEY STRATEGIES

1. Interview, 
Questionnaire & 
Observation

2. Communication 
Dictionary

3. AAC Word Maps

https://www.aaccessible.org/product-page/aac-compass-communication-dictionary-template
https://www.aaccessible.org/product-page/aac-word-map-template
https://www.aaccessible.org/product-page/functional-communication-survey
https://www.aaccessible.org/find-your-way


FEATURES OF A 
STARTER SYSTEM

•Accessible

•Useful

•Feasible

•Acceptable

•Multimodal

Adapted from Zangari & Neufeld, ISAAC, Baby Steps...2023 AAC DEVICE GRAPHICS BY @DRAWNTOAAC 



TYPES OF 
VOCABULARY

• General Core

Frequent, versatile

• Personal Core

Essential to THAT communicator

• Fringe

         Infrequent, specific focus

• Coverage

     What I need to say “right    now”

• Developmental

      What I need to learn for later

• What about phrases?



FIND AAC TOOLS

1. Adapt or Create   

Low Tech

2. Connect with AT Loan 

Libraries & Programs

3. Build a Starter 

Library

https://elink.io/p/aac-communication-boards-and-books-91aa5c2
https://elink.io/p/aac-communication-boards-and-books-91aa5c2
https://www.aaccessible.org/at-lending-libraries
https://www.aaccessible.org/at-lending-libraries
https://www.aaccessible.org/post/aac-101-building-an-aac-library-from-scratch
https://www.aaccessible.org/post/aac-101-building-an-aac-library-from-scratch


TALKING ABOUT AAC

• Build a trusting relationship

• Bust myths

• Emphasize ‘augmentative’ 

over ‘alternative’

• Draw connections with other 

AT

• Foster a mindset of 

competence

• Be patient and gradual

https://summitaac.com/blog


www.aaccessible.org

• Free or low cost Tools

• Trainings at The AAC 
Academy

• Curation Galore at the 
Stacks!

• Online support & 
community for parents & 
pros

Thanks for joining!

TOOLSTons of  
Resources at 
AACcessible

https://www.aaccessible.org/find-your-way
http://www.theaacacademy.org/
http://www.theaacacademy.org/
https://www.aaccessible.org/theaacstacks
https://www.aaccessible.org/theaacstacks
https://www.aaccessible.org/aac-support
https://www.aaccessible.org/great-aac-tools-coming-soon?Collection=Assessment+Tools
https://www.aaccessible.org/great-aac-tools-coming-soon?Collection=Assessment+Tools
https://www.theaacacademy.org/home


BRINGING AAC INTO THE 
HOME FOR LEARNERS UNDER 5

LIVE NOVEMBER 28, 2023, ON-DEMAND THEREAFTER



DIVE DEEPER INTO 
EI & AAC TOPICS
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QUESTIONS?
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