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What are menus/ choice boards?

Menus also known as choice boards, are a type of graphic 
organizer that allow students to choose different ways of 
learning or practicing a concept.  



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/FreeDownload/Spelling-Tic-Tac-Toe-Choice-Board-366636

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/FreeDownload/Spelling-Tic-Tac-Toe-Choice-Board-366636


Why menus?
● Menus allow students to take charge of their own learning.
● They can be tailored to fit the needs of any student

○ Picture or words

● They can incorporate different skills 
● Promote higher level thinking



How can menus / choice boards be used?
● Pre-assessment: to assess what a 

student already knows
● Practice! A fun way to give students 

opportunities to practice skills (and 
become more self-directed :)

● Remediation that’s not boring
● Scaffolded approach to improving social 

skills



Types of menus

Meal Menu

Shape Menu

Tic Tac Toe



Meal Menu
● 9 choices and 2 

enrichment options
● All products carry the 

same weight
● Enrichment options can 

be used for extra credit 
or to replace another 
meal option

● Varied level of thinking
● 1 topic in depth

Prufrock Press Inc. Differentiating Instruction with 
Menus: Social Studies Grades K-2



Shape Menu

● 9 choices
● All products carry the same weight
● This is a basic menu with 9 

predetermined choices.
● 1 or 3 objectives
● Varied level of thinking
● 3 completed tasks- one from each 

shape

Prufrock Press Inc. Differentiating Instruction with Menus: Math Grades K-2



Let’s create a Shape 
Menu together!



Playground Example



Let’s create a Shape 
Menu together!



Literary Example- 3 objectives



Literary Example- 1 objective



A template? How do I do that?
From MS Word

● File - New (from template)
● Create your document and “save as 

template”

From Google Docs

● File - New from template
● Replace “edit” with “copy” in the URL
● Share as View Only



Tic Tac Toe Menu
● 9 choices
● Free Choice
● All products are equal
● 1 or 3 objectives
● Varied level of thinking
● 3 completed tasks- down, across, 

diagonal

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Spelling-Tic-Tac-
Toe-Menu-155696

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Spelling-Tic-Tac-Toe-Menu-155696
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Spelling-Tic-Tac-Toe-Menu-155696


Let’s create a 
Tic-Tac-Toe Menu 

together using 
Google Slides!





Thanks for coming!!!
Please complete the AbleNet survey

Contact information: 

● Sarah Orton: saorton8@gmail.com Twitter handle: @mscourduff
● Jennifer Courduff: jcourduff@apu.edu Twitter handle: @gamine64
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